Bill Morrison
W.H.M. Army No. 982471

m




Bill Morrrison was many things to many people..... Husband, Dad, Grampa, Son, Brother,
Uncle. Before the war he worked as a junior clerk in Insurance. Following the war, after much
convalescing, he trained as a watchmaker at St Loyes college in Exeter, setting up his
workshop at home, where he and Chris, his wife, took in visitors. He went onto become Sub
Postmaster at St Agnes, a position he held for many years before his retirement, combining it
with selling stationery, and continuing with his watch and jewellery repairs. He was also the
Registrar for Births, Marriages and Deaths. He became a Local Preacher at the Methodist
Church as well as a Youth worker there. His many hobbies included stamp collecting,
photography and a great interest in Local History, becoming one of the founding members of
the St Agnes Museum.

Some writing here is taken from his book... Jack of All Trades, and will be shown in italics



This book is about William Hume Morrison, known as Bill.

| was called up to the Services on 16 May 1940. He was told: Your father was in the Artillery, so I will
send you to the 39th Signals Training Regiment, Royal Artillery. | passed as Classified Signaller on 8
January 1941. It was at Nostell Priory that | decided to ignore my Father’s advice which was’ Never
volunteer for anything’ and try everything that was going. Reading orders (While in Cairo) we noticed
“Signalmen volunteers wanted for LRDG”. We four were Signalmen and volunteers, so we applied,
not knowing what it was all about. They were not well known, but had a reputation for being tough,
dangerous and exciting, travelling over the desert behind enemy lines gaining information and
attacking outposts. We had an interview with Lt “Blitz” Eitzen, a little man wearing glasses. When he
objected to my wearing glasses, | said “Well, you do!” This was in August 1941.

A Mention in Despatches followed for his work here. In October 1943 he was sent to Leros. He
escaped from the island when it was captured, with a few others. Following this he received a Military
Medal. Back in Egypt he was promoted to Sergeant and transferred to the Corps of Signals working
at HQ. Then it was onto ltaly, preparing to head for Yugoslavia. He completed his Parachute training
to be awarded his Wings. His war ended in ltaly with TB, and many weeks spent in hospital, before
finally being shipped home.
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It was in Rodi that my name appeared on
Orders as being Mentioned in
Despatches’ for work on patrol in the
desert, so | suppose Nick Wilder had put
my name forward after the Mareth Line
recce, as | sent lots of messages under
very poor radio conditions. A few weeks
later our Colonel, David Lloyd-Owen
congratulated me on winning the Military
Medal, so | said, ‘No, it was a Mention’,
and he said “I’m sure | saw it on Orders at
HQ” and sure enough, a little later it was
up on our orders. This was from the Leros
adventure but whether from Frank White’s
or Pavlides’ recommendation | cannot
tell.
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Military Medal (MM)

Instituted on 25th March 1916 (and backdated to 1914), the Military Medal was awarded personnel of the
British Army and other services, and formerly also to personnel of other Commonwealth countries, below
commissioned rank. It was an award for gallantry and devotion to duty when under fire in battle on land on the
recommendation of a Commander-in-Chief in the Field.

The Military Medal was the other ranks' equivalent to the Military Cross (MC), (which was awarded to
commissioned officers and, rarely, to Warrant Officers, although WOs could also be awarded the MM). The MM
ranked below the MC and the Distinguished Conduct Medal (DCM), which was also awarded to non-
commissioned members of the Army.

Recipients of the Military Medal are entitled to use the post-nominal letters "MM".

As many as 115,000 Military Medals were awarded during the Great War 1914-18, along with over 5,000 first
bars, 180 second bars and 1 third bar. A further 15,000 Military Medals were awarded during the Second World

War.

The Military Medal is the British Army equivalent of the Distinguished Conduct Medal (DCM), the Distinguished
Flying Medal (DFM) and the Air Force Medal (AFM)

In 1993 after a review of the gallantry awards system the Military Medal was discontinued. Since then the
Military Cross has been awarded to personnel of all ranks.



https://uk.forceswarrecords.com/publication/1319/uk-british-army-recipients-of-the-military-medal-1914-1920
https://uk.forceswarrecords.com/publication/1319/uk-british-army-recipients-of-the-military-medal-1914-1920
https://uk.forceswarrecords.com/subject/657810818/uk-military-cross-mc/stories
https://uk.forceswarrecords.com/subject/657810656/distinguished-conduct-medal-dcm/stories
https://uk.forceswarrecords.com/publication/1319/uk-british-army-recipients-of-the-military-medal-1914-1920
https://uk.forceswarrecords.com/collection/world-war-ii-uk
https://uk.forceswarrecords.com/collection/world-war-ii-uk
https://uk.forceswarrecords.com/subject/657810656/distinguished-conduct-medal-dcm/stories
https://uk.forceswarrecords.com/subject/657810658/distinguished-flying-medal-dfm/stories
https://uk.forceswarrecords.com/subject/657810658/distinguished-flying-medal-dfm/stories
https://uk.forceswarrecords.com/subject/657810615/air-force-medal-afm
https://uk.forceswarrecords.com/publication/1319/uk-british-army-recipients-of-the-military-medal-1914-1920
https://uk.forceswarrecords.com/subject/657810818/uk-military-cross-mc/stories

Ribbon — A dark blue ribbon, with five equal centre stripes of white, red, white, red, and white

Awarded for — acts of gallantry and devotion to duty under fire
*Military Medal George V: 115,500 awarded
*Military Medal George VI: 15,000 awarded

Post nominals - MM
Naming — Impressed Name, Rank and unit on the edge
Clasps — Silver, laurelled bars are authorised for subsequent awards.

Description — A circular silver medal of 36 mm diameter. The obverse bears the effigy of the reigning monarch with
one of the following legends:

«“GEORGIVS BRITT.OMN:REX ET IND:IMP:”
«“GEORGIVS VI D: G: BR: OMN: REX ET INDIAE IMP:”
«“GEORGIVS VI DEI GRA: BRITT: OMN: REX FID: DEF:”
* “ELIZABETH Il D: G: BR: OMN: REGINA R: D:”

“ELIZABETH Il DEI GRATIA REGINA E.D”
The reverse has the inscription "FOR BRAVERY IN THE FIELD" in four lines, surrounded by a laurel wreath,

surmounted by the Royal Cypher and Imperial Crown
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THE WAR OFFICE,

. Droitwich Spa,
Jorcestershire.
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1939 to 1945 Star

The 1939 to 1945 Star is awarded to personnel who
completed operational service overseas between 3

September 1939 and 8 May 1945 (2 Sept 1945 in Far
East).

The colours of the ribbon represent the three services.
The star is worn with the dark blue stripe furthest from the
left shoulder.




|

Africa Star

The Africa Star is awarded to personnel who served
in North Africa, Malta or Egypt between 10 June
1940 and 12 May 1943.

The colours of the ribbon symbolise the desert and
the three services.
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The LRDG was part of the Western
Desert Force 8" Army, until the end of
September 1942, when it came under
the command of GHQ Middle East.
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The ltaly Star

The Italy Star is awarded for operational service in Sicily or
ltaly between 11 July 1943 and 8 May 1945. Those who
served in Yugoslavia, Greece, Corsica or Sardinia between
certain other specified dates will also qualify.

The colours of the ribbon represent the national colours of
ltaly.



The Defence Medal

The Defence Medal is
awarded for non-operational
service such as those
service personnel working in
headquarters, on training
bases and airfields and
members of the Home
Guard. The medal is also
awarded for non-operational
service overseas for example
in India or South Africa.

The colours of the ribbon
symbolise enemy attacks on
Britain’s ‘green and pleasant
land’ and the black out.




The War Medal

The War Medal is awarded
to all full time personnel of
. the armed forces wherever
they were serving. The
medal was granted in
addition to campaign stars
and the Defence Medal.

The colours of the ribbon
represent the Union Jack.







- The King's Badge

- The King's Badge is a large 'silver’
~ lapel badge authorised by the

- United Kingdom Ministry of
Pensions in the early part of the
Second World War and initially
issued to servicemen who, as a
- result of their injuries, had been
discharged from active service. It
was to be worn only on civilian
clothing and by the end of 1941
over 8,000 had been awarded. :
Its basic purpose was to show that
the wearer was a veteran. As well
as members of the armed services,
merchant navy and fishing fleets
qualifying, by late 1944, it was also
awarded to the coastguards,
police, members of the Civil
Defence Services, and the Home
Guard.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Kingdom
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ministry_of_Pensions
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ministry_of_Pensions
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_World_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_Defence_Service
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_Defence_Service
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Home_Guard_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Home_Guard_(United_Kingdom)
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The Royal Regiment of Artillery, commonly referred to
as the Royal Artillery (RA) and colloquially known as

"The Gunners", is one of two[b] regiments that make up
the artillery arm of the British Army.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Artillery
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Army

Scarborough June 1940
Coast Defence

With the . 5 Browning gun
on truck in the desert




_ Long Range Desert Group LRDG

"Not by strength, by guile”

The Long Range Desert Group (LRDG) was a reconnaissance and raiding unit of the British Army during the
Second World War. Originally called the Long Range Patrol (LRP), the unit was founded in Egypt in June 1940 by
Major Ralph Alger Bagnold, acting under the direction of General Archibald Wavell. Bagnold was assisted by
Captain Patrick Clayton and Captain William Shaw. The majority of the men were from New Zealand, but they
were soon joined by a few Southern Rhodesian and British volunteers, whereupon new sub-units were formed
and the name was changed to the better-known Long Range Desert Group (LRDG). The LRDG never numbered
more than 350 men, all of whom were volunteers.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Army_during_the_Second_World_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Army_during_the_Second_World_War
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egypt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ralph_Alger_Bagnold
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archibald_Wavell
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pat_Clayton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bill_Kennedy_Shaw
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Rhodesia

Long Range Desert Group LRDG

The LRDG was formed specifically to carry out deep penetration, covert reconnaissance patrols and
intelligence missions from behind ltalian lines, although they sometimes engaged in combat operations.
Because the LRDG were experts in desert navigation, they were sometimes assigned to guide other units,
including the Special Air Service and secret agents across the desert. During the Desert Campaign between
December 1940 and April 1943, the vehicles of the LRDG operated constantly behind the Axis lines, missing a
total of only 15 days during the entire period.[4] Possibly their most notable offensive action was during
Operation Caravan, an attack on the town of Barce and its associated airfield, on the night of 13 September
1942. However, their most vital role was the '‘Road Watch', during which they clandestinely monitored traffic
on the main road from Tripoli to Benghazi, transmitting the intelligence to British Army Headquarters.

With the surrender of the Axis forces in Tunisia in May 1943, the LRDG changed roles and moved operations
to the eastern Mediterranean, carrying out missions in the Greek islands, Italy and the Balkans.

The circlet (35 mm ) represents the wheels on which the unit relied and the scorpion was both typical of the
desert environment and of the "stings" that could be inflicted on the enemy.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special_Air_Service
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Secret_agents
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Desert_campaign
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Axis_powers
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Operation_Caravan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barca_(ancient_city)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clandestine_operation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tripoli,_Libya
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Benghazi
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Army
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tunisia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mediterranean
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_islands
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Balkans

The traditional Arabian form of head cover, the
'shemagh’, or 'kefiyah', was during the Second
World War often adopted by Long Range
Desert Group (LRDG) and Special Air Service
(SAS) personnel as a practical form of
headdress in the desert.

Kefiyah

Bill wearing his Kefiyah
in North Africa




Location of
the pictures
unknown,
although
takenin
Africa circa
1942




Maps drawn by Bill of areas in North Africa that they
covered

Tunisia

Tripolitania







Escaping from Leros in a rowing boat, landing on the coast of Turkey after two nights rowing, hiding
on the small rocky island of Farmico during the day.




It was Lt Palvides, a Greek in the British Forces who told us that the island had surrendered. ‘Im
getting out’ he said. ‘well come with. You,’ we said. We had a god meal, wrecked our radio, collected
a haversack of food and essentials, filled our water bottles and set off at dusk.

When | met Pav at the 40" Reunion held on Leros he told me more about the trip. In asked him how
he knew where to find a boat. ‘| was on Crete when it fell. The Germans dropped Paras in the centre
of the island and split our forces so | knew they would do the same on Leros and advised placing
most troops to eliminate them as they dropped, but the Commander of the island placed them to
repel sea landings. Because | did not know which end of the island | would be when we surrendered, |
commandeered, (and paid for with my own money) two boats and hid one each end. | said ‘I’'m very

glad you did.’



The Royal Corps of Signals (often
simply known as the Royal Signals —
abbreviated to R SIGNALS or R SIGS) is
one of the combat support arms of the
British Army.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Army

Proudly displaying his Sergeants Stripes

Having lost most of our senior signals HQ staff on Leros, all experienced men were
offered three stripes to come into HQ. | accepted but | was really a Royal Artillery
gunner, trained in signals so | had to be transferred to the Corps of Signals.
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Parachute Wings - awarded after 7 successful jumps.




Parachute Wings - awarded after 7 successful jumps.

Bill was sent to Lebanon, to start training for a new role as foot patrol doing infiltration work in Europe
for recce or sabotage, carrying all equipment — radio, food, guns — and travelling by small boats or
parachute. Then he was sent on a Parachute course at Ramat David Airfield near Jerusalem, where
we went through all the training, leaping out of dummy airplane doors and dropping through holes in
fuselage floors, learning to roll when you hit the ground from a moving truck and getting out of

harness while being dragged along the ground by a parachute. But before we actually jumped | was
called for another job. - being sent to Leros.

As the way into Yugoslavia was easier by parachute, we were all sent on courses. This time | was
sergeant with about twenty others and expected to lead. You made seven drops to get your wings
(and two more shillings a day pay!)



These photos were taken on his 4th jump -when he was
last out of the plane, but first on the ground! His parachute
finally opened about 50 feet from the ground.

Parachute Training
squad. | am second
from left, front row.









Escape Maps
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This Escape Map is of
Yugoslavia and the
surrounding area
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Escape Maps

Evasion charts or escape maps are maps made for servicemembers, and intended to be used
when caught behind enemy lines to assist in performing escape and evasion. Such documents were
secreted to prisoners of war by various means to aid in escape attempts.

During World War Il, these clandestine maps were used by many American, British, and allied
servicemen to escape from behind enemy lines. Special material was used for this purpose, due to
the need for a material that would be hardier than paper, and would not tear or dissolve in water.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Serviceman

Escape Maps

This one shows Greece,
Turkey and Crete... and on
the other side Italy




